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Senate Introduces  
Independent Living Administration!  

 
The National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) is very proud and excited to announce that a 
bill has been filed with the Senate HELP Committee which creates the establishment of a new 
Independent Living Administration (ILA), and strengthens Americaôs Independent Living (IL)   
Program. The ILA would elevate the IL Program at the federal level, and would create an         
organization independent of the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) within the Depart-
ment of Education. The creation of this new administration marks a truly historic moment in the 
Independent Living Movement, and IL advocates across the country have much to celebrate this 
week. 
The ILA is created through the reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which is        
contained in the larger Workforce Investment Act (WIA). NCIL has been pushing for the         
reauthorization of WIA and the Rehabilitation Act for nearly a decade, and the introduction of a 
bill to reauthorize both pieces of legislation presents a unique opportunity to improve the IL     
Program and substantially increase consumer-control at the federal level. 

NCIL is optimistic about WIAôs chances for reauthorization, and very pleased with the rare      
bipartisan effort to put this bill together. Staff from the offices of Senators Tom Harkin (D-IA),    
Michael Enzi (R-WY), Patty Murray (D-WA), and Johnny Isakson (R-GA) have been working over 
the past two years in an effort to renew and improve WIA. 

NCIL has been working closely with the Senate to create legislative language that will drastically 
overhaul Americaôs IL Program, and fix problems that have frustrated Centers for Independent 
Living (CILs) and Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILCs) for years. Although the majority 
of IL fixes and enhancements in this legislation cannot be listed, here are some of the highlights: 

Creation of an ILA : a new organization within the Department of Education, completely  

separate and independent of RSA. The ILA Director will report directly to the Secretary of 
Education. 

Carryover Authority : CILs will now be allowed to carryover Part C funds not spent during 

the first year into a second year. 

Addition of a 5th Core Service : transitioning people with disabilities from nursing homes 

and other institutions to home and community-based residences. 

Clarification of the Role of SILC :  Because of RSAôs interpretations of the Rehabilitation 

Act, several clarifications regarding SILC activities are included in the bill - providing advice 
and assistance to the designated state unit (DSU), facilitating the improvement and          
coordination of services, resource development activities, and carrying out systems          
advocacy functions. 

Funding Formula Change : Part C dollars should be allowed to be shared among all states 

and territories, states with the largest populations would receive more funding proportionally. 

Accessibility at WIA One -Stop Centers : oneïstop centers will be required to be physically 

and programmatically accessible, regardless of disability. 
                                                                                                                     Continued next page 
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More than ever, IL advocates from across the country must now mobilize to push this historic legislation through 
Congress. Remember, this bill was created for us! We must immediately employ the full resources of the IL       
community to reach out to members of Congress and urge them to support the reauthorization of WIA and the   
Rehabilitation Act, specifically the inclusion of Title V language that creates an ILA and strengthens independent 
living. 

Our unique opportunity to advance is now, and the time for action is today. Our first order of business is to get this 
through the Senate HELP Committee. This bill is moving very rapidly, and is scheduled for markup on June 29th. 
We need advocates to call Senators on this committee (see list below) and ask for their committed support for 
reauthorizing WIA and the Rehabilitation Act. If we are successful in our efforts, we will achieve one of the greatest 
advancements in the history of the Independent Living Movement. 

Remember: 

The creation of the ILA does not require any new or                   

additional funding. 

The creation of the ILA does not create unnecessary new         
bureaucracy. It simply streamlines the IL Program and              
enhances consumer-control. 

 

NCILôs Rehab Act & IL Funding Subcommittee has worked incredibly hard over the last few weeks, months, and 
years to bring us to this point. We thank them for their efforts and congratulate them on the successful inclusion of 
NCILôs priorities in WIA that will now begin passage through Congress. Although most of our suggestions were 
adopted by the HELP Committee at the time of this legislationôs publication, the NCIL Rehab Act & IL Funding  
Subcommittee submitted comments suggesting further revisions to the bill. 

You can follow this discussion and new developments on NCILôs Facebook page. 

If you have any questions, please contact NCIL Policy Analyst Austin Walker at (202)207-0334  
(toll-free: 1(877)525-3400), ext.1008.  Austin can also be reached by e-mail at austin@ncil.org. 
 

Democrats by Rank  

Tom Harkin (IA): (202) 224-3254 

Barbara A. Mikulski (MD): (202) 224-4654 

Jeff Bingaman (NM): (202) 224-5521 

Patty Murray (WA): (202) 224-2621 

Bernard Sanders (I) (VT): (202) 224-5141 

Robert P. Casey, Jr. (PA): (202) 224-6324 

Kay R. Hagan (NC): (202) 224-6342 

Jeff Merkley (OR): (202) 224-3753 

Al Franken (MN): (202) 224-5641 

Michael F. Bennet (CO): (202) 224-5852 

Sheldon Whitehouse (RI): (202) 224-2921 

Richard Blumenthal (CT): (202) 224-2823 

Reprinted from NCIL website 

Republicans by Rank  

Michael B. Enzi (WY): (202) 224-3424 
Lamar Alexander (TN): (202) 224-4944 

Richard Burr (NC): (202) 224-3154 

Johnny Isakson (GA): (202) 224-3643 

Rand Paul (KY): (202) 224-4343 

Orrin G. Hatch (UT): (202) 224-5251 

John McCain (AZ): (202) 224-2235 

Pat Roberts (KS): (202) 224-4774 

Lisa Murkowski (AK): (202) 224-6665 

Mark Kirk (IL): (202) 224-2854 
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           ñMy Two Centsò  
          By Tim Doherty, Executive Director  

I recently picked up a copy of the People & Families Winter issue, a          
publication of the New Jersey Council on Developmental Disabilities, and 
found several great articles talking about living independently in New Jersey.  
To my surprise, there was a great article about one of Project Freedomôs 
Hamilton tenants, Patrice Jetter, who has lived in our Hamilton complex for 
several years now.  The article goes on to say how successful Patrice has 
been in her life, achieving goals many folks said that she never could attain. 
 
Writer Maryann Hunsberger does a great job of capturing Patriceôs personality 
and her positive approach to overcoming obstacles.  Hunsberger recounts  
Jetterôs story of applying for a job as a crossing guard in Montclair, thirteen times  before she went to the 
mayor for help.  Jetter explained to the mayor that she had been turned down, for lack of experience, even 
though the ad said that no experience was necessary.  She made her case that she was being treated  
unfairly and the mayor listened.  Shortly after that she was hired and turned out to be one of the best 
crossing guards in Montclair.  Today, she continues in that role as a crossing guard in Hamilton. 
 
The article goes on to say how Patrice created her own TV show, on the local public access station.  With 
the help of students and family, Patrice has recounted many of her adventures in life, from camping trips to 
ñTrish on Skatesòðher ability to skate in spite of her using a crutch when she walks. 
 
What an inspiration Patrice is for us all, not only for people with a disability, but for all of us.  How many 
times do we give up when faced with obstacles, because something gets in our way?  Life always has its 
ups and downs, and that goes for all of usðnot just the disabled.  Taking on those challenges and       
overcoming them, is what defines winners, in all walks of life, and Patrice is definitely a winner. 
 
At Project Freedom, I see so many examples of people living successful lives, independently, if given the 
right environment.  Certainly, my friend Norman Smith, our founder, is another great example of achieving 
his lifeôs work and in finding his soul mate, Shirley, and ultimately giving birth to their son, Josh.  There are 
many nay-Sayers who would say that would be an impossible dream. 
 
And all the others I know, who in spite of their disabling conditions, live full and rewarding lives.  Project  
Freedom has many more tenants, just like Patrice, who are living their lives independently everyday. 
 
This is why it is so important to get this message out to society.  People with disabilities should have  
choices and options when it comes to their living environment.  No longer is it appropriate to house people 
in institutions, because of a lack of barrier-free housing, or because some folks think that that is what is 
best for them.  Given the right circumstances, many can become winners like Patrice. 
 
Note:  People & Families, the DDD publication is free and can be obtained by calling the DDD Council at 
609-292-3745. 
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 When February rolls around, it is ñSweepsò month on TV 
when the Networks  put their best shows and expected 
ñblockbustersò on the schedule.  Sweeps is when the viewing    
audience is measured to determine advertising rates.  The more 
viewers the higher the rate and the more money is made. 
 TV has changed.  We have different seasons year round.  
New shows debut almost quarterly as shows doing badly in the 
ratings are axed in mid-season or sooner. I donôt want to start a 
science fiction mystery from the ñBig Threeò networks now          
because three of them have been canceled just as the mystery 
deepened. 
 Reality shows have changed TV.  They are cheap to make,  
popular, and seldom get canned in mid-season. They have also 
brought people with disabilities into Americaôs living rooms.  The 

series ñSurvivorò was probably the first to break this barrier featuring as competitors in their first few 
shows a women who was deaf and then a man with below-the-knee amputation.   
 The article below describes how some people with disabilities have broken into Reality TV.  
This door will never be open to some of us because of our physical appearance, the way we sound, 
or the way we move.  This is an unfortunate truth hidden below the fine print. 
 Heck, if those of us with severe disabilities kept popping up on Reality TV, society would 
have to rethink their reasoning for locking us away in expensive institutions at taxpayersô expense!   
 
Norman A. Smith, Associate Executive Director - ProjectFreedom1@aol.com  

 

People with disabilities are blending in on reality shows  
By NEAL JUSTIN, Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 
 
REALITY TV has taught us that housewives from certain counties can be vicious, C-list celebrities 
can be trained to cha-cha and the happiest denizens on the "Jersey Shore" insist on clean laundry.  
But at its best, the genre is providing a more valuable lesson by spotlighting and celebrating people 
with physical disabilities. This season, deaf actress Marlee Matlin has been outwitting the          
competition on "The Celebrity Apprentice"; James Durbin, who has both Tourette's and Asperger's 
syndromes, rocked his way into the final five on "American Idol," and a guy who's deaf (Luke       
Adams) battled another with Asperger's (Zev Glassenberg) recently on "The Amazing Race." 
Television can provide an intimate entry point into the lives of people who are otherwise              
misunderstood or underestimated, said Andy Dehnart, who teaches at Florida's Stetson University 
and runs the reality-TV website Realityblurred.com. 
 
"People are seeing that Marlee Matlin can be just as witty and cutthroat as anybody else, and that 
sometimes she gets frustrated that people are talking to her translator instead of her," said Dehnart. 
"That's educational. You might not have liked Heather Mills on 'Dancing With the Stars,' but the fact 
that she only has one leg had nothing to do with it." 
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Documentary filmmaker Dominic Gill hopes to open eyes with his new Universal Sports cable 
series "Take a Seat," in which he shares a tandem bike with physically challenged partners 
during a cross-country trip - but he's also wary of labeling TV as the perfect teacher. 
 
"Viewers tend to kick their shoes off and their guard is down, so you share a really valuable 
message when they're at their most receptive," he said. "Having said that, you have to really 
make an effort. Television has the capacity to be the most powerful tool, but because it's so 
ubiquitous, it can be easily ignored." 
 
One group that's not ignoring the trend are fans who face their own physical challenges. 
Brandon DeVincenzi, 12, of Brentwood, Calif., became obsessed with "Idol" this year because 
he has Tourette's syndrome, too. 
 
"It's been like a coming-out party for Brandon," his mother told the Contra Costra Times. 
"Before this, he found it really difficult to accept his Tourette's, or even talk about it. James 
[Durbin] has put a face on Tourette's and is showing Brandon that he can be comfortable with 
himself." 
 
Another reality contestant who's serving as an inspiration is Zach Anner, a comedian with   
cerebral palsy who will get his own travel series after co-winning "Your OWN Show: Oprah's 
Search for the Next TV Star." Anner was selected as a contestant after posting a hilarious   
audition video in which he pitched a show about physically challenged people traveling around 
the world. The video included his phone number, and Anner said he answered about 100 calls 
a day from people who'd seen it online, including a man whose son had just been in an        
accident. 
 
"He was crying because my idea gave him inspiration that he and his son could travel some-
day," he said. "That was astounding to me. I never thought about the disability angle that 
much, but I discovered there was this huge community that was waiting for something like 
this." 
 
Sarah Reinertsen, an amputee who finished seventh on "The Amazing Race 10," learned the 
same thing, most strikingly while taking a walk in New York City in a short skirt that exposed 
her metal prosthetic leg. A stranger recognized her from the show and said his friend had re-
cently had his leg blown off in Iraq. 
 
"His friend had been totally depressed, but watching me on the show had totally renewed his 

hope," she said. "He thanked me for changing his [friend's] outlook 
and his life," Reinertsen said. "That's when I realized just how power-
ful the show really was and that it could help change perceptions and 
lives." 
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Money Follows the Person:                                                  
A 2011 Survey of  Transitions,  
Services and Costs  
 
 
Executive Summary  
A total of 44 states, including the District of Columbia, have received federal grant money to transition 
Medicaid beneficiaries out of institutions and back to their homes or the community through the Money 
Follows the Person (MFP) demonstration. Enacted into law in 2006 as part of the Deficit Reduction Act 
(DRA) and extended under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), MFP offers states the opportunity to receive 
enhanced federal matching funds for twelve months for each Medicaid beneficiary that transitions back 
to a community setting. Over the past year, thirteen states have applied and received funding to begin a 
MFP demonstration joining the 30 states currently operating MFP demonstration programs. In  August 
2011, the Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured (KCMU) surveyed states about the       
current status of their MFP demonstrations inquiring about trends in enrollment, services and per capita 

spending. The average monthly cost of serving a MFP participant in the community was 
roughly $9,400 per person.  In comparison, the national average per person spending on Medicaid 

HCBS  only, including HCBS 1915(c) waivers, the home health and the personal care services benefit 
but not other Medicaid-covered services, was $14,665 in 2008. Average monthly costs were highest for        
individuals with developmental disabilities ($7,636) followed by individuals with physical disabilities 
($3,489) and seniors ($2,130). When asked to compare the cost of serving Medicaid beneficiaries who 
reside in institutions with MFP participants, the majority of states said MFP per capita costs were lower. 
When asked to compare MFP costs with costs for other Medicaid HCBS beneficiaries, thirteen states 
said costs were comparable, two states said costs were lower and two states said per capita costs were 
higher. 
 
Housing and workforce capacity are among the major challenges facing MFP  
demonstrations in the year ahead but states are moving ahead with ACA options to     
expand Medicaid HCBS. States highlighted the importance of partnering with local public housing    
authorities and employing housing coordinators within MFP as key factors to providing safe, accessible, 
and affordable housing options. States stressed the need for additional funding assistance related to 
housing noting that long wait lists for housing support vouchers often delay transitions. About half of 
MFP states reported an inadequate supply of direct care workers in the community, especially in rural 
areas. Despite these challenges, twenty-eight MFP states are planning to take up at least one of       
several new ACA options to expand Medicaid home and community-based services. The most popular 
new option reported was the Health Home option (17 states) for the chronically ill that offers a new     
approach to manage care. 
 

Conclusion  
Over the past three years, states have transitioned a cumulative total of nearly 17,000 individuals out of 
institutional settings and back home to the community. Although it took most MFP states several years 
to become operational, 2011 marked a turning point for MFP. Thirteen new states took advantage of 
extended funding to begin MFP demonstrations, making a total of 44 states that have received MFP 
funds to date. As states embrace rebalancing their long-term services and supports delivery systems, 
MFP will remain a critical program helping to change the way long-term services and supports are     
delivered. With the help of critical services such as transition coordination, assistive technology, and 
affordable housing options, many more people will benefit from MFP in the years ahead. However, as 
more Medicaid beneficiaries are identified to transition to the community, and as the population        
continues to age, more attention to workforce and housing options will be important to help facilitate 
successful community placements. 
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DATE DAY PROGRAM TIME 

1-Feb Wed Robbinsville Treats Time 4:00 -5:00 PM 

2-Feb Thu Groundhog Day & Birthdays Time 6:30 -8:30 PM 

4-Feb Sat Valentine Card Making Time 3:00 -5:00 PM 

5-Feb Sun Super Bowl Party - $5:00 to Eat! Doors Open at 5:00 PM 

6-Feb Mon Robbinsville Game Night Time 6:30 -8:30 PM 

7-Feb Tue Valentine Crafts Time 4:00 -5:00 PM 

8-Feb Wed Robbinsville Treats Time 4:00 -5:00 PM 

9-Feb Thu Cooking W/ Dana - Baking Cookies Time 6:30 -8:30 PM 

11-Feb Sat Valentines Day Party Time 7:00 -9:00 PM 

13-Feb Mon Robbinsville Game Night Time 6:30 -8:30 PM 

15-Feb Wed Robbinsville Treats Time 4:00 -5:00 PM 

16-Feb Thu Robbinsville Movies  Time 7:00 -9:00 PM 

20-Feb Mon Presidentsô Day ï PF Offices Closed  

21-Feb Tue Robbinsville Crafts Time 4:00 -5:00 PM 

22-Feb Wed Robbinsville Treats Time 4:00 -5:00 PM 

23-Feb Thu Robbinsville Karaoke Time 6:30 ï8:30 PM 

27-Feb Mon Robbinsville Game Night Time 6:30 -8:30 PM 

29-Feb Wed Robbinsville Treats  Time 4:00 -5:00 PM 

Robbinsville Events  



Lawrence Goings On  

DATE DAY PROGRAM TIME 

1-Feb Wed Lawrenceville Morning Games Time 10 AM-12 PM 

8-Feb Wed Lawrenceville Morning Games Time 10 AM-12 PM 

8-Feb Wed Hamilton/Lawrence Shopping Bus Leaves PFI 10:00 AM 

15-Feb Wed Lawrenceville Morning Games Time 10 AM-12 PM 

20-Feb Mon Presidentsô Day ï PF Offices Closed  

22-Feb Wed Lawrenceville Morning Games Time 10 AM-12 PM 

23-Feb Thurs Faith & Light Workshop Time 6 -7 PM 

29-Feb Wed Lawrenceville Morning Games Time 10 AM-12 PM 
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Hamilton Happenings  

DATE DAY PROGRAM TIME 

5-Feb Sun LifeSpring Church ServiceðCommunity Room Time 12-3 PM 

8-Feb Wed Hamilton/Lawrence Shopping Bus Leaves PFI 10:00 AM 

14-Feb Wed Tenants Meet & Greet Party-Community Room Time 3-5 PM 

20-Feb Mon Presidentsô Day ï PF Offices Closed  


