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The Proud Recipient of the 2009 Times Appeal 
 

Housing That Supports Independence  

New Horizons 
April 2010 

Thanks to the generosity of Times  readers, local companies and         
charitable organizations, The Times 2009 Holiday Appeal has raised a 
total of $40,523 in support of Project Freedom.  
 
"The Times is proud to have 
helped raise funds for Project 
Freedom, truly an organization 
that makes a positive difference 
in our community," said Brian 
Malone, publisher/editor of The 
Times. "Special thanks go to our 
readers who generously         
contributed to the appeal during 
very difficult economic times. 
Their sharing will help Project 
Freedom continue its important 
and inspiring  mission of serving 
persons with disabilities." 
 
Tim Doherty, executive director of 
Project Freedom, said, "Project 
Freedom is grateful for the         
tremendous support shown to us through the Times Holiday Appeal. It is truly gratifying to 
know that the people of Mercer County and central New Jersey support our programs that 
promote independent living for people with disabilities." 
 
Norman A. Smith, co-founder and associate executive director of Project Freedom, added, 
"We are very grateful to The Times' readers for their generosity -- especially during the bad         
economy. Project Freedom is often the last hope for someone to achieve or maintain their      
independence. Through their generosity, the Times' readers have validated our mission. 
 
Gary Zarrilli, CFO of Project Freedom, also shared his thanks: "On behalf of the employees 
and tenants at Project Freedom, I would like to personally thank everyone who contributed to 
The Times Holiday Appeal. Your generous and unselfish support will enable us at Program 
Freedom to continue our mission to develop, support and advocate opportunities for inde-
pendent living for persons with disabilities." 
 
Kelly Rouba, Project Freedom board member, said, "I wish to thank everyone who donated for 
their generosity and commitment to furthering our mission to develop and operate barrier-free 
housing so that individuals with disabilities are able to live independently and become active 

members of our society." 

Times Appeal Totals $40,523  



 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- As part of the Integrated 
Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS), the   
nationôs next generation of emergency alert and 
warning networks, the Department of Homeland 
Securityôs Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) today announced the adoption 
of the design specifications for the  development of 
a gateway interface that will enable wireless      
carriers to provide its customers with timely and        
accurate emergency alerts and warnings via their 
cell phones and other mobile devices. 

Todayôs announcement marks the beginning of the 28-month period, mandated by the 
FCC in August 2008, for commercial mobile service providers who have elected to  
participate in the design specifications known as CMAS to develop, test and deploy the 
system and deliver mobile alerts to the public by 2012. 

Wireless carriers who choose to participate in the CMAS will relay            
authorized text-based alerts to their subscribers. To ensure that persons 
with disabilities who subscribe to wireless services receive these           
emergency alerts, the FCC adopted rules in 2008 that will require          
participating wireless carriers to transmit messages with both vibration   
cadence and audio attention signals. 

The adoption of CMAS culminates the collaborative specification development work 
between FEMA, the Department of Homeland Security Science and Technology       
Directorate (DHS S&T), the Alliance of Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS), 
and the Telecommunications Industry Association (TIA) and begins the next phase of 
CMAS collaboration with industry in which FEMA will build the Federal Alert              
Aggregator/Gateway. This collaboration with industry is a key component of the        
Integrated Public Alert and Warning System (IPAWS) Programsô ability to provide 
alerts and warnings to the public through as many means as possible, including      
commercial mobile services. 

FEMAôs mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a     
nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, 
protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards. 

FEMA And The FCC Announce Adoption 
Of  Standards For Wireless Carriers To  
Receive And Deliver Emergency Alerts 
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True, Inspiring Story 
about the Brooklyn Bridge  

In 1883, a creative engineer named John Roebling was inspired by an idea to build a 

spectacular bridge connecting New York with Long Island. However, bridge building 

experts throughout the world thought that this was an impossible feat and told  

Roebling to forget the idea. It just could not be done. It was not practical. It had 

never been done before.  

Roebling could not ignore the vision he had in his mind of this bridge. He thought 

about it all the time and he knew deep in his heart that it could be done. He just had 

to share the dream with someone else. After much discussion and persuasion, he 

managed to convince his son, Washington, an up and coming engineer, that the 

bridge in fact could be built.  

Working together for the first time, the Father and son developed concepts of how it 

could be accomplished and how the obstacles could be overcome. With great        

excitement and inspiration, and the headiness of a wild challenge before them, they 

hired their crew and began to build their dream bridge.  

The project started well, but when it was only a few months underway a tragic      

accident on the site took the life of John Roebling. Washington was injured and left 

with a certain amount of brain damage, which resulted in him not being able to walk 

or talk or even move.  

Everyone had a negative comment to make and felt that the project should be 

scrapped, since the Roeblings were the only ones who knew how the bridge could 

be built. In spite of his handicap, Washington was never discouraged and still had a 

burning desire to complete the bridge since his mind was still as sharp as ever.  

He tried to inspire and pass on his enthusiasm to some of his friends, but they were 

too daunted by the task. As he lay on his bed in his hospital room, with the sunlight 

streaming through the windows, a gentle breeze blew the flimsy white curtains 

apart and he was able to see the sky and the tops of the trees outside for just a   

moment.  

It seemed that there was a message for him not to give up. Suddenly, an idea hit 

him. All he could do was move one finger and he decided to make the best use of it. 

By moving this, he slowly developed a code of communication with his wife.  

He touched his wife's arm with that finger, indicating to her that he wanted her to 

call the engineers again. Then he used the same method of tapping her arm to tell 

the engineers what to do. It seemed foolish but the project was under way again.  

For 13 years, Washington tapped out his instructions with his finger on his wife's 

arm, until the bridge was finally completed. Today the spectacular Brooklyn Bridge 

stands in all its glory as a tribute to the triumph of one man's indomitable spirit and 

his determination not to be defeated by circumstances. It is also a tribute to the   

engineers and their team work, and to their faith in a man who was considered mad 

by half the world. It stands too as a tangible monument to the love and devotion of 

his wife who for 13 long years patiently decoded the messages of her husband and 

told the engineers what to do.  
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