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Housing That Supports Independence

BILL PROTECTING DEVELOPMENTALLY
DISABLED FROM ABUSIVE
CAREGIVERS NOW LAW

(TRENTON) -- Legislation Assembly members Angel Fuentes,
Valerie Vainieri Huttle, Ruben J. Ramos Jr., Fred Scalera and Linda

- Greenstein sponsored to protect New Jersey residents with disabilities
~ from abusive caregivers was signed into law on Friday by Gov. Chris
Christie.

"One of government's primary objectives is to protect those who cannot protect themselves," said
Fuentes (D-Camden). "Creating a registry of abusive caregivers allows us to better protect individuals
who must rely on the care of others to survive."

"This registry will help root out abusive caregivers who may currently be flying under the radar," said
Vainieri Huttle, the Assembly Human Services chairwoman. "We must send a clear, strong message
that abuse of these individuals will not be tolerated in New Jersey."

Under the law (A2038), the state Department of Human Services (DHS) will create a Central Registry
of Offenders Against Individuals with Developmental Disabilities, which will identify caregivers who
have wrongfully caused injury to a developmentally disabled individual.

"With this law we're moving in the right direction to ensure known abusers are kept away from those
who cannot protect themselves," said Greenstein (D-Middlesex / Mercer). "This is a humane step
toward a better life for our disabled residents."

The law defines a caregiver as "a person employed or volunteering in a program, facility, community
care residence or living arrangement licensed or funded by DHS, or a person providing community-
based services with indirect state funding to an individual with a developmental disability."

Anyone suspecting abuse of a developmentally disabled individual will be required to file a report with
DHS, via an emergency phone service created expressly for this purpose. The report will contain the
name and address of the disabled individual, the name and address of the individual's caregiver or
guardian, the identity of the alleged offender and any other pertinent information about the
developmentally disabled individual.

Purposely failing to report an act of abuse against a developmentally disabled individual will be
considered a disorderly persons offense, punishable by up to six months in jail and $1,000 in fines.

The bill will require DHS to maintain a unit to receive and prioritize all abuse reports, initiate
appropriate responses, alert appropriate staff and ensure that findings from the reports are issued in a
uniform and timely manner. Additionally, upon receipt of a report, DHS will be required to take
immediate actions to ensure the safety of the disabled individual.

DHS also will be required to create a Special Response Unit (SRU) to provide for an investigation of a
reported incident to substantiate or refute an allegation of abuse by a caregiver as well as to
investigate serious incidents in facilities or community programs licensed, contracted or regulated by
the agency.
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Healthy Lifestyles at Trent
Center

Healthy Lifestyles is a program provided by Heart to
Hearts, Inc for tenants of Project Freedom in Trenton,
NJ. The program was funded by a grant from the Zonta
Club of Trenton/Mercer and teaches the participants

/ about healthy living through nutrition, fithess and stress
management. Classes are conducted by

“\;\t professional instructors, and include Nutrition and
E\;V% Cooking, Laughter for the Heart, Fitness and
%\\ v Exercises, Hand Massage/ Home Spa Therapy
fed " ¢ and Chair Massages. There is no charge to

P residents, classes are once a week and each
participant was given a Healthy Lifestyles binder
to keep the information and materials they
receive. The program was introduced in January

and will conclude in June.

Community Safety Program at Trent
Center

Detective Robert J. Russo with the Trenton Police Department, East Police
District came in on 05/12/10 to give the Trent Center residents his Community
Safety Program. He informed the tenants that he was their personal officer for
non-emergency issues that they have regarding the community and their building.
He reviewed area activity and gave the tenants a package that contained contact
numbers for Tip Lines, City Services, Monthly Civic Meetings and more.



